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easy thing”, so I think we are making progress!). Paul Bartels 
reported on the tardigrades of the Park and noted that his (our) 
ATBI survey was now the second largest survey ever done 
anywhere on earth for this group. Fred Bradley photographed 
mushrooms growing on mushrooms. John Shadwick described 
slime mold spores that stick to the backs of invertebrates for 
dispersal. We learned that black walnuts support higher densi-
ties of land snails because they pump calcium to the soil surface. 
We learned of the species that use old snail shells as habitat and 
of the “junkyard bug” that carries other creatures on its back 
for camouflage. One of the snails found on the back of this bug 
was a species new to the state of North Carolina. We learned 
that biodiversity is itself a habitat, as exemplified by species 
that live in and on elk, birds, and other species.

DLIA Board member Dave Wagner gave a talk that charged 
us with enthusiasm for caterpillars. Dave has published the 
first-ever field guide to caterpillars—every child is fascinated 
by them, but this is the first book that helps us name them. We 
owe medicines, dyes, even the rubber on our automobile tires 
to caterpillars since these substances come from plant chemicals 
that are defenses against caterpillar grazing!

The conference was a virtuoso performance and occasion, 
thanks to our award winning organizer, Jeanie Hilten, her staff 
and volunteers, and all the 181 participants representing 26 
states! Participants came away knowing that they had heard 
important stories that are heard nowhere else on earth.

Peter White
University of  North Carolina
peter.white@unc.edu
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The ninth Annual Meeting of the ATBI and Discover Life 
in America, which took place from December 6-9, 2005, 

in Gatlinburg, demonstrated once again that we are part of an 
amazing project. We saw many aspects of the ATBI presented, 
from science to education to art to music, heard compelling 
stories, witnessed the joy and surprise of discovery, and ev-
erywhere the intricacies of the web of life were evident. I hope 
you stopped by the Martin Microscope Company (one of our 
sponsors) display in the exhibit area, where a microscope with a 
video feed to a large flat screen high resolution monitor showed 
the astounding, colorful, living world in a drop of water from 
the Park. The scene was in crisp 3-D focus—an image of the 
amazing diversity of life that was awe-inspiring for its clarity 
and for what it told us of the hidden worlds around us.

There were many highlights: the ATBI Alliance has taken 
on a life of its own. To watch and listen as folks from the Ad-
irondacks spoke with folks from Yellowstone National Park 
and other areas conducting ATBIs reminded me of the first 
time I overheard my two children, then aged 4 and 6, carry on 
a conversation by themselves.  To witness the beginnings of an 
Alliance inspired the same feeling. We will have strong partners 
who will themselves keep the conversation going.

Keynote speaker Dan Janzen, who coined the phrase “All 
Taxa Biodiversity Inventory” (for a project in Costa Rica), spoke 
about the new molecular tools that will speed discovery and the 
sharing of information about biological diversity. Keith Lang-
don informed us of a potential new threat to sugar maples in 
the Park; an exotic species of thrips that was discovered through 
ATBI efforts. We heard about the discovery of the first new flea 
in 40 years, that there are 74 trillion arthropods in the top three 
inches of soil in the Park, and that the French Broad River is 
a barrier to gene flow in salamanders. We learned from John 
Varley that work in Yellowstone National Park hot springs has 
revealed 263 species of microbes detected by traditional means 
and 259 species detected by molecular means, but that the two 
lists share only three species. I mention this work because it was 
in those hot springs that a new bacterium was discovered that 
led to the modern applications of DNA technology--a dramatic 
demonstration of the importance of parks, inventories, and the 
hidden worlds of biodiversity.

Craig Milewski described how important human cultural 
history is to the Adirondacks ATBI. We heard Mark Wetzel 
note that “talking about worm hairs is not an easy thing” (last 
year he said that admitting he worked on worms “was not an 

Ninth ATBI Conference Highlights
Peter White

DLIA Chair Peter White (center) presents Dan Janzen and Winnie Hallwachs 
with a red maple flower scan.
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A Selection of Photographs from the Ninth Annual Conference

"Bids for Biodiversity" Silent Auction. (photo by Jeanie Hilten)

"ATBI Alliance" discussion group. (photo by Kemp Davis, Jr.)

Evening social event. (photo by Kemp Davis, Jr.)

Robert Emmott and Andrea Radwell admiring Nancy Lowe's artwork. (photo by 
Jeanie Hilten)

A full house of conference participants, minus two! (photo by Kemp Davis, Jr.) Martin Microscope Company display. (photo by Jeanie Hilten)
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This note is about rarity, and how species that are regarded 
as scarce may be anything but, once aspects of their life 

history are better understood. The noctuid moth Lithophane 
joannis was not described until 1992. Prior to the authors’ 
distribution of paratypes, there were no specimens of L. 
joannis in any major eastern institution. None of the promi-
nent lepidopterists have collected the moth and even Dale 
Schweitzer, who wrote his dissertation on the genus, has 
yet to see this species alive. Despite year-round surveys in 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park--and especially over 
the last five years during which time the Park has been the 
focus of intensive surveys as part of its All Taxa Biodiversity 
Inventory--the moth es-
caped detection. How-
ever, now it is believed 
to be one of the Park’s 
most common moths 
in mid-elevation cove 
forests.

On 19 May 2001, 
I collected two Litho-
phane larvae crawling 
up the trunk of a small 
yellow buckeye tree while collecting moths at a sheet and 
mercury light with Doug Ferguson above the Chimneys Pic-
nic Area (1000 m) in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
The caterpillars looked similar to those of L. petulca and L. 
innominata, but different enough to raise suspicion. Based on 
the host association and phenotype, Dale Schweitzer guessed 
that the larvae belonged to Lithophane joannis. Return trips to 
the same pullout along Newfound Gap Road in 2002, 2003, 
and 2004, yielded additional examples of Lithophane. Typi-
cally, only one or two caterpillars were collected each year; 
unfortunately, I failed repeatedly to rear examples through 
to the adult stage, most likely because inappropriate foliage 
was offered. In 2005, while light trapping at the same site, 
I thoroughly searched the same 4 m yellow buckeye tree 
that had yielded caterpillars in every year previous - nine 
Lithophane caterpillars were found in 30 minutes of search-
ing (by flashlight). The larvae were feeding while perched 
on the underside of leaves, or observed walking along the 
trunk, with the exception of two larvae that were recovered 
from within leaf shelters - an odd place to find this group 
of larvae, which are external foliage feeders. Both of these 
latter individuals were in the process of molting.

Returning to the same area two days later (20 May, 2005), 
I happened upon a buckeye tree with numerous large (and 
unfamiliar) leaf shelters. Upon opening the first, I found a 
last instar Lithophane joannis caterpillar. Searching this same 

tree I counted more than 20 additional caterpillars of this 
species in less than 10 minutes by opening other leaf shel-
ters—nearly every shelter had a caterpillar and some had 
two. In late September, a series of Lithophane joannis adults 
issued from this collection (identifications were confirmed 
by Eric Metzler).

In most instances, larvae of L. joannis will be identifiable 
by their host association and shelter-inhabiting behavior. No 
other Lithophane is known to reside in shelters consistently. 
While it is my belief that the shelters were fashioned by 
L. joannis, I did not observed shelter-spinning behaviors 
either in the wild or in captivity. On yellow buckeye, the 

shelters are of simple 
construction, made 
by silking together 
adjacent leaflets one 
atop the other.

In the mid-eleva-
tion cove forests of 
GSMNP where Litho-
phane joannis was 
discovered, the insect 
is among the most 

abundant noctuid caterpillars. On 20 May, 2005, L. joannis 
was arguably the most common noctuid caterpillar present 
in the Chimneys area. At the type locality in Ohio, L. joannis 
was found to outnumber all other members of the genus 
Lithophane at bait. Adults ignored the light traps that were 
run at the same location (Eric Metzler pers. comm.). 

Lithophane joannis is a remarkable case of apparent rar-
ity—if one were to depend on standard light trapping meth-
ods, one would conclude that the moth is among the rarest 
moths in eastern North America. However if one employs 
bait or searches for caterpillars one could conclude just the 
opposite, that L. joannis is among the most common noctuids 
in Appalachian forests where its foodplant, yellow birch, 
grows in abundance.

David L. Wagner
University of Connecticut
dwagner@uconnvm.uconn.edu

David L. Wagner

Lithophane joannis
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Lithophane joannis larvae:  Penultimate instar (left) and last instar (right). (photo by David L. Wagner)

A Precautionary Tale About Rarity: On the Larva and Life History 
of Lithophane joannis (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae)



About half of all tree crotches examined in this and 
subsequent surveys contained substantial colonies 
of snails including some of the rarest species found 
in the Park. Another habitat of special interest that 
produced surprising results was found at the base 
of black walnut trees. Soils examined around these 
trees, which are known calcium pumps, often yielded 
15-20 species. In fact, one square meter (~12 square 
feet) of soil leaf litter from the base of black walnut 
trees in many cases possessed greater diversity than 
several square acres of surrounding forest.
   Land snail survey work in the summer of 2005 
focused on eastern regions of the Park with a special 
emphasis on the Purchase Knob area. Although the 
survey produced only one new Park record, some 
of the Park’s more uncommon species, including 
Paravitrea varidens, were found in this region. Build-
ing on the work of the previous survey season, this 
comprehensive survey also targeted the two previ-
ously sampled special habitats—the base of black 
walnut trees and tree crotches.
   Probably the most unusual snail-collecting site to 
date was on the back of a common green lacewing 
larva (family Chrysopidae), which was dubbed the 
“junkyard bug.” This group is known to attach dis-
carded refuse from the forest floor to its back in order 
to conceal itself while approaching prey. Amazingly, 
this particular larva had attached six different species 
of land snails to itself as part of its disguise, includ-
ing Punctum vitreum, a new record for the state of 
North Carolina. Other species attached to its back 
included Punctum minutissimum, Punctum blandia-
num, Gastrocopta pentadon, Gastrocopta contracta, and 
Carychium clappi. One species, Gastrocopta pentadon, 
was actually still alive!
   Summer interns at the Appalachian Highlands Sci-
ence Learning Center (AHSLC) as well as students 
and teachers at the Great Smoky Mountains Institute 
at Tremont were involved in land snail surveys in 
various areas of the Park in 2004 and 2005. A mini-
grant through the AHSLC funded survey work in 
2005 as well as educational training for interns work-
ing in the Purchase area. Students were trained in 
collection techniques and basic snail identification. 

Land snail surveys for the ATBI continue to 
produce interesting and intriguing results. The 

Northern Shore Corridor north of Fontana Lake, a 
30-mile stretch of what is considered by many to 
be one of the most remote sections of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, was surveyed for land 
snails in the summer of 2004. This productive survey 
yielded 73 species of land snails, 8 of which are new 
to the Park, 2 are new to science, 5 are new for the 
state of North Carolina, 5 are state listed as special 
concern, and over 25 are new county records. The 
discovery of a new species of Carychium, a genus 
referred to as “ice thorns”, was found in a variety 
of habitats including six feet off the ground in the 
crotch of a forked tulip tree along with 13 other spe-
cies. A “tree crotch” is the depressed area of a tree 
from where branches extend creating a deposit area 
for dead leaves and other debris. The high level of 
species diversity found in this tree crotch led us 
to examine other trees that possessed this feature. 

Dan and Judy Dourson

Carychium x (new species).
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Renovations on the Pur-
chase Knob house at the 
Appalachian Highlands 
Science Learning Center 
in the Smokies soon will be 
complete, with the grand 
reopening scheduled for 
May 11, 2006. We are ac-
cepting reservations for 
researchers to use the 
facility starting the night 
of Friday, May 12th, 2006. 

The house has three bedrooms - upstairs there are two 
rooms, with three beds in each, and downstairs there is 
a single room with two beds. There also are two bath-
rooms; one on each floor. Other amenities include a 
kitchen, washer and dryer, satellite internet service 
(bring your own computer), a large work and/or meet-
ing area, desk space, a small lab, a deck for sunny days, 
and a 270 degree view of the southern Appalachian 
mountains from an elevation of 1490 m (4900 ft.). There 
will be a suggested donation fee of $10 per person per 
night for use of the facility, at least for a couple of years, 
after which it will become mandatory. There also are 
five tent platforms (and a couple of tents) for those 
who prefer a more rustic experience, or for overflow 
on dates when the house is booked full. The suggested 
donation fee for a tent platform is $5 per night. For more 
information or to make reservations contact Paul Super 
at 828-926-6251, or paul_super@nps.gov. As always, 
there are many opportunities through Purchase Knob to 
assist with educational programming; please check our 
web site for more information at www.nps.gov/grsm/
pksite/index.htm.

According to Park personnel, school groups as well 
as a few university classes are increasingly using the 
study of land snails as a teaching tool. As a result 
of this increased interest, we are developing a snail 
manual for educators and students to use as a guide 
to collecting and identifying land snails. This manual 
should be available on-line in PDF form by Summer 
2006 through the AHSLC. It will also serve as a pre-
cursor to a land snail guide for the Park.
   So what do love darts have to do with land snails? 
With Valentines Day right around the corner, it 
only seems fitting to share an unusual reproductive 
feature of a species of land snail that occurs in the 
Smokies. Certain species of the genus Philomycus 
are known to eject calcareous “love darts” into their 
mates to evoke heightened sexual excitement. Cupid 
does exist, if only in the world of land snails!

Dan and Judy Dourson
Dourson Biological Consulting
mesodon@juno.com

Purchase Knob House

MYXO BLITZ 2006

During the weekend of July 15-16, an intensive 
collecting/educational event relating to myxomycetes 
(slime molds) will be held in Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park. This event, to be based at Purchase Knob, 
will bring together a group of researchers, educators, 
students, and volunteers who will spend two days car-
rying out field surveys for myxomycetes in a number of 
localities on the south side of the Park. There have been 
previous efforts to document the distribution and occur-
rence of these organisms in the Park; however, the south 
side has been understudied. Anyone who would like to 
have more information should contact Steve Stephenson 

(slsteph@uark.edu).

A common green lacewing larva (family Chrysopidae), 
dubbed the “junkyard bug.” 
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"Love Darts" from the snail genus Philomycus,
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Science Advisory Panel
Dr. Dan Janzen, University of Pennsylvania
Dr. Tom Lovejoy, The Heinz Center
Dr. Ron Pulliam, University of Georgia
Dr. Peter Raven, Missouri Botanical Garden
Dr. Edward O. Wilson, Harvard University

Board of Directors, Officers
Dr. Peter White - Chair, University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill
Dr. David Wagner - Vice-Chair, University of Connecticut
Dr. Patricia B. Cox - Secretary, Tennessee Valley Authority
Mr. David Scanlon - Treasurer, Great Smoky Mountains Association            

Staff
Jeanie Hilten, Administrative Officer
Chuck Cooper, Database Technician
Charles Wilder, Web Technician 
Melinda Wilson, Clerical Assistant

Sparkling streams, waterfalls, and other wet places in 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park attract people 

who appreciate their cool beauty. In the warmer months, 
thousands of folks gingerly step on the slick river rock or hold 
their hands under mossy, drippy seeps. But not everyone is 
aware of the organisms that really make those rocks so slip-
pery - algae and diatoms. The current exhibit at Sugarlands 
Visitor Center showcases these unseen worlds that exist in 
Smoky Mountain water—the communities of “Tiny Gems 
from Watery Gardens.”

On display are large, spectacular photographs of mi-
croscopic algae taken through a light microscope and a 
scanning electron microscope. What is revealed is that the 
greenish slime found on wet cliff faces and streamside rocks 
has a fantastic beauty—best appreciated when seen through 
a microscope. Approximately 3,000,000,000 of these tiny or-
ganisms would fit in a single teaspoon!

What are algae, anyway? Algae are photosynthetic organ-
isms that comprise the base of the food chain in most lakes, 
streams, and other wet places. They are not all plants but 
belong to several different kingdoms of life. Some are plants 
(the green algae, Chlorophyta). Some are bacteria (the blue-
green algae or Cyanobacteria). Others such as the diatoms 
(Bacillariophyta) belong to the kingdom of life known as 
Stramenopila.

So, why is it important to learn about these organisms? 
Rex Lowe, one of the developers of the “Tiny Gems” exhibit, 
replies: “We share the planet with many, many other species 
of life. How many? Surprisingly, we don’t know. What we 
do know is that we are currently in a time when there is an 
increased rate of species extinctions world-wide. We are cer-
tainly losing species that have never even been discovered! 
Our survey of algae is part of a larger effort (the ATBI) to 
discover and document every species of life in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park.”

“We are very glad to have this opportunity to show the di-
versity of the hidden treasures of the Park,” says Scott Pardue, 
GSMNP Resource Education Supervisor at Sugarlands Visitor 
Center. “It is also good to be able to encourage the research 
of students and their professors who visit the Park each year. 
Their studies help us know more about the wonderful life we 
are protecting and help us convey that knowledge to Park 
visitors.”

“Tiny Gems from Watery Gardens” will be on display un-
til March, 2006. Many students and volunteers assisted in the 
project. Rex Lowe, Bowling Green State University, and Jeff 
Johansen, John Carroll University, are the project managers, 
and Jennifer Ress, Bowling Green State University, is the project 
technician who took many of the photos in this display. Funding 
for this project has been provided by DLIA and by a grant from 
the National Science Foundation. Additional information can 
be found at:  http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/biology/
facilities/algae/smokeys/smokeys.html

For more information about this or other exhibits and pro-
grams of Sugarlands Visitor Center, call 865-436-1291.

Jeanie Hilten, DLIA
Rex Lowe, Bowling Green State University
lowe@bgnet.bgsu.edu

Jeanie Hilten and Rex Lowe

ATTENTION! DLIA Volunteers
We are purging our email list! In order to 
stay in touch about training programs and 
ATBI activities, please email Jeanie Hilten 
(jeanie@dlia.org) a request to join Yahoo! 
Group, DLIA Volunteers.

Algae Photo Exhibit: 
Tiny Gems from Watery Gardens

Scanning electron micro-
graph of the diatom Decus-
sata placenta. This diatom 
lives on the surface of wet 
mosses in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 
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Mark these events on your calendar and stay tuned for more de-
tails and other programs. See the website DLIA Calendar at 
www.discoverlifeinamerica.org or www.dlia.org/calendars/
events.shtml. For more information, to add an event to our 
calendar, to learn about DLIA’s volunteer “project teams”, or 
to sign up for activities, contact Jeanie Hilten, 865-430-4752 or 
Jeanie@dlia.org.

Wednesday, February 15: Grant proposals for 2006 are due to 
John Morse, jmorse@clemson.edu.

Wednesday, March 1: Final reports and geo-referenced data 
are due for 2005 DLIA grants. Contact John Morse or Jeanie 
Hilten.

Friday, March 17: North Carolina Association of Environmen-
tal Education Centers Conference. North Carolina Arboretum, 
Asheville, NC. Contact Amber Parker, Amber@gsmit.org or 
865-448-6709.

Saturday, March 25, 9:00am—4:00pm: Volunteer Orientation 
at Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont. This train-
ing is for volunteers interested in learning about the ATBI and 
how they can assist with a variety of projects in the field, lab, or 
office. There will be indoor sessions as well as outdoor hands-
on activities. Bring a lunch, water, and rain gear. Register with 
Jeanie, Jeanie@dlia.org or 865-430-4752.

Wednesday, March 29—Saturday, April 1: Association of 
Southeastern Biologists Conference, Gatlinburg, TN. Con-
tact Patricia Cox, pbcox@tva.gov.

Saturday, April 8, 9:00am—4:00pm: Volunteer Training for 
BioQuests and Trail Surveys, Sugarlands Training Room. 
Volunteers will learn protocols for collecting during the 2006 
Beetle Blitz, Fern Forays, Karst Quest, and other projects. We 
will also teach GPS methods and some data entry. Register 
with Jeanie Hilten.

Monday, April 24 - Sunday, April 30: Spring Wildflower 
Pilgrimage, at the newly renovated Mills Auditorium in 
Gatlinburg. For information go to website: www.springwildf
lowerpilgrimage.org.

Saturday, April 29, 9:00am—4:00pm: Water Wonders - Wading 
for Water Mites and More at Great Smoky Mountains Institute 
at Tremont. Here is an opportunity to glimpse the biodiversity 
of stream bottoms through a hands-on experience. Participants 
will work alongside two biologists to collect small invertebrates 
that are the foundation of stream ecosystems. Andrea Radwell 
specializes in the study of water mites, and we expect them to 
be abundant and diverse along with other invertebrates. Paul 

Davison is a moss and liverwort specialist with an interest in 
aquatic invertebrates. Register with Jeanie Hilten by April 20. 

Thursday, May 11: Grand reopening of the Purchase Knob 
house at the Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Cen-
ter. The newly renovated building will be ready for scientists, 
teachers, students, and volunteers. Contact Paul Super, Paul_
Super@nps.gov or 828-926-6251. (see article, page 5).

Saturday, May 20, 9:00am—4:00pm: ATBI Field Day at the 
Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center. This event 
gives more in-depth training to volunteers assisting with a 
variety of field research activities, such as Fern Forays, geo-
referenced data collection, keeping field journals, setting out 
and collecting from traps, FungiMap, Plants of Concern, Bio-
Quest techniques, and other special requests from scientists. 
Register with Jeanie Hilten.

Friday, May 26, 9:00am—4:30pm: Discover Life in America 
Board Meeting, Appalachian Highlands Science Learning 
Center.

Saturday, May 27 Fern Foray #1. Contact Patricia Cox, 
pbcox@tva.gov.

Monday, June 11—Friday, June 16: Science Teacher Institute 
at Tremont. See http://www.gsmit.org/adult/science_teach-
er_institute.html or call 865-448-6709.

Wednesday, June 14—Wednesday, June 28: Beetle Blitz. Sug-
arlands Training Room and other locations. Scientists please 
contact Victoria Bayless, vmosele@lsu.edu. Educators and 
volunteers please contact Jeanie Hilten.

Saturday, June 24: Fern Foray #2. Contact Patricia Cox, 
pbcox@tva.gov.

Wednesday, June 28—Friday, June 30: Hands on the Land 
seminar, Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center. 
Contact Susan Sachs, Susan_Sachs@nps.gov or 828-926-6251.

Saturday, July 15—Sunday, July 16: Myxo Blitz. Appalachian 
Highlands Science Learning Center.This intensive collecting/
educational event will bring together researchers, educators, 
students, and volunteers. Contact Jeanie Hilten. 

Thursday, July 27—Sunday, July 30: Karst Quest, Great Smoky 
Mountains Institute at Tremont, and other locations. Inven-
tory work will be conducted in limestone habitats, primarily 
at the west end of the Park. Trained volunteers and scientists 
will survey for a variety of organisms, including leaf and soil 
creatures, beetles, tardigrades, vascular plants (including Fern 
Foray #3), bryophytes, lichens, fungi, and slime molds. Contact 
Jeanie Hilten.

DLIA and Partners - Calendar of Events
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Beetle Blitz  2006
14 - 28 June

Please mark your calendars for another fabulous beetle col-
lecting adventure! This collaborative event is sponsored by 
the Louisiana State Arthropod Museum, Discover Life in 
America, Inc., and the National Park Service. 
You are invited to participate and focus on 
your favorite taxa or help us with ours. Free 
housing is available, but limited, so please reserve early. You 
can be listed on a joint permit in our names, and there are 
no fees. Specimen depositions are negotiable; however, some 
restrictions apply.

If you are interested in receiving more detailed informa-
tion about this event, please respond to either Victoria Bayless 
(vmosele@lsu.edu) or Chris Carlton (ccarlt@lsu.edu).

DLIA Offers ATBI Images for Sale

Over the past several years, DLIA’s scientists, volunteers, 
students, and staff have produced wonderful photographs, 
scanned images, and unique illustrations related to the 
ATBI, and many of these are for sale. You can view a vari-
ety of colorful photos and scanned images on our website 
(www.dlia.org/photo_gallery.shtml). Nancy Lowe’s origi-
nal ATBI illustrations can also be accessed from this site. 
We are offering to sell all of these images, both large and 
small, to raise funds for ATBI research projects. Make your 
selections and contact Jeanie Hilten at jeanie@dlia.org or 
by phone, 865-430-4752 to buy an ATBI image.

For the last several years, people involved with the Smok-
ies’ project and other ATBI’s have informally and formally 
discussed the possibility of forming an organization 
– an alliance – of ATBI projects. The purpose would be 
to secure funding from sources not currently available 
by collaborating (rather than competing), to share orga-
nizational expertise and science data standards, and to 
work cooperatively to support and foster taxonomists 
and the science of taxonomy.

As a result of the December 2006 DLIA pre-confer-
ence, a small team was charged by representatives of the 
various ATBI’s present to develop a basic plan for how an 
alliance could work. This group is now an official com-
mittee of DLIA so that it can use the non-profit status and 
resources of DLIA to get started. The Alliance, when it 
becomes established, may or may not be closely affiliated 
with DLIA. This will be a matter for future consideration 
by the DLIA board and the other ATBI projects around 
the country.

This alliance planning effort has an ambitious sched-
ule of deadlines set. Stay tuned for more details! Contact 
Gillian Bowser at gbowser@ag.tamu.edu for questions or 
to be put on a list to review and submit comments for the 
plan when it is completed.

Keith Langdon

An Alliance of ATBI’s

Dignitaries break ground for the Twin Creeks Science and Education Center


